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INDIA 


OCEAN FLOOR DISCOVERLES ‘STUN’ MAJOR POWERS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Mar 81 p 5 


[Text) New Delhi, March 15 (PTI). India's oceanographic adventure in January 
has stunned the big powers and some multinationals. 


They are carefully watching India's next move in the Indian Ocean floor from 
where the research ship, “Gaveshani,"” of the National Institute of Oceanography 
(NIO) scooped up miteral-packed nodules. 


A million tonnes of these nodules will yield 15,000 tonnes of nickel, 12,090 
tonnes of copper, 1,500 tonnes of cobalt and 60,000 tonnes of manganese be- 
sides an unknown amount of gold. 


The total nodule reserves in the oceans are estimated at 2,000 billion tonnes. 
As these metallic ores are being fast depleted on land, advanced nations have 
their eye on the ocean floor as an alternative source of supply. They have 

floated consortiums which are already engaged in non-stop mining of the seabed. 


India's unexpected entry into the high-technology, high risk area of seabed 
mining has surprised the handful of nations that had hoped to monopolise the 
ocean mining industry. 


The United States has already made inquiries regarding India's immediate plans 
about the scabed where the NIO has located a huge carpet of mineral-rich 
nodules. 


Sources here said that U.S. officials in India had also sought details of 
"Gaveshani's" recent underwater operations, apparently to assess India's 
capability and potential for ocean mining. 


Technologically India is at present nowhere near commercial mining of the sea- 
bed. But the worldwide shortage of nickel and copper may force India to launch 
a venture similar to its offshore oil hunt. 


Currently India imports all its nickel and cobalt and some 60 per cent of the 
copper it needs. The NIO's discovery of a seabed strewn with nodules not far 
from the country's coastline is considered a windfall. 

















And the vcean sacience and technology agency (OSTA) of India, directly under the 
Prime Minister, ts getting ready for such a venture. 


[t has ordered a bigger research ship from Weat Germany tor nodule survey, a 
geoetechnical ship trom France, and a third ship with Danish aid, 


For speeding up the mineral search in the ocean floor, India will need equip- 
ment such as winches, grabs, underwater cameras and deep echo-sounders. 





As ocean Mining has become a big power monopoly, getting the equipment may soon 
become a problem for developing nations, experts say. 


"Gaveshani,"’ which spread India's fame to the ocean floor, took three years to 
get ready tor the mineral search, the NIO said. 


A medium class (1,900-tonne) research ship, "Gaveshani"” is 68 metres long, 12 
metres wide with a service speed of 10 knots provided by its twin engines of 840 
hors«power each, 


Versatile Lab 


Once a hopper barge, “Gaveshani" was redesigned and converted into a research 
vessel in 1975 by the Garden Reach Workshop in Calcutta. 


With air-conditioned space for 19 scientists and a ship's crew of 49, it is a 
versatile laboratory on water equippedwith sonar, radar, a deep echo-sounder and 
satellite position fixing svstem. 


Its nodule collecting gear consists of a 10,000-metre winch for lowering the 
dredges, underwater camera for stereo-photography of the seabed, and "boomerang 
grabs" which go down like torpedos, pick up the nodules and come up automatically 
to the surface. 


The nodules grabbed by "Gaveshani" are currently being analysed by scientists 
to determine their content of copper, cobalt and nickel and to find out ways 
of extracting them. 


Knowhow Gap 


The feat has no doubt let India join the ranks of the U.S., the U.S.S.R., the 
U.K., France, West Germany and Japan, but India has a long way to go to catch up 
with them in mining technology. 


Transnational companies in the developed world have spent over $3 billion in 
developing ocean mining technology. 


Japan for instance has set up an “industrial ocean minerals association" of 
38 member companies, including such giants as Mitsubishi. This year itis 
launching a $105 million project to develop technology to commence mining of 
the Pacific nodules by 1986. 


The Ocean Mining Corporation (OMCO) has developed a miner which crawls on the 
seabed and pumps the collected nodules to the mother ship through a 5-km-long 
pipe. 
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INDIA 





DEEP-SEA MINING ON LARGE SCALE PLANNED 
Colombo THE CEYLON DAILY NEWS in English 10 Apr 81 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Thursday. India plans to give « major thrust to deep-sea min- 
ing following the recent discovery of a huge carpet of polymetallic nodules in the 
Indian Ocean the government said, yesterday. 


Minister of State for Science and Technology C. P. N. Singh told Parliament the 
nodules were found on a large scale near a crater about 240 (149 miles) from the 
southern tip of Indian territory. He did not give the exact location. 


Samples of the nodule were brought up by the country's oceanic research vessel 
Gaveshani (researcher), Mr. Singh said. 


Syed Zahoor Qasim, director of the National Institute vf Oceanography (NIO), at 
the former Portuguese enclave of Goa in Western India, said this month the samples, 
turned up last January, contained Manganese nickel, cobalt and copper. 


Mr. Qasim said a square metre of the seabed contained about 2.5 kgs of nodules 
found at depths from 3,600 metres (11,811 feet) to 4,500 metres (14,763 feet). 


He said the nodules ranged up to 8.3 centimetres in size and 200 grams in weight, 
and added: "Gaveshani can bring in shiploads of nodules anytime." 


Mr. Singh said his government had decided to treat the survey and explorations of 
deep-sea nodules as a major project to be coordinated on an all-India basis. 


He saii West Cermany had agreed to give a soft loan and provide equipment and a 
ship for ocean-floor mining. 


West German Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher signed an agreement in New 
Delhi on March 5 giving India a loan worth 66.8 million Deutsche marks (31 million 
dollars). 


The loan will provide equipment and training of Indian scientists as well as cov+r 
cost of the ship to be built in a German shipyard and delivered to India next year. 


Orders have also been placed for a geo-technical ship from France and another re- 
search vessel to be bought with Danish aid. (Reuter). 
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THE HINDU in English 16 Mar 81 p 10 
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INDONES LA 


LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE FACES TWO PROBLEMS 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 10 Mar 81 p 2 
(Editorial: "Law of the Sea Problems in New York") 


[Excerpts] UN Secretary General Kurt Waldheim took a less than optimistic tone 
in his welcoming address at the opening session of the Law of the Sea Conference 
at the UN building in New York. 


Seven years of effort to draft a modern international law of the sea reflecting 

the interests of both developing and technologically advanced nations had apparently 
been on the threshold of success when the Conference completed its ninth negotiating 
session in Geneva last June. 


Two events took place between the Geneva meeting and the current session in New 
York, The conference president, Ambassador Shirley Amerasinghe of Sri Lanka, who 
had led the conference wisely, died. And, a new government was elected in Washington. 


The Law of the Sea Conference will choose a new president, although that will not 
be easy, because the various groupings among the delegates from rhe 150 nations 
must be considered. 


Another factor complicating the situation is the attitude of the Reagan government 
concerning the concept of the law of the sea which has been worked out. 


George “aft, deputy director of the State Department's Office for Negotiating a 
Law of the Sea said that the United States will demand guarantees that private 
industry will be free to develop energy sources on the ocean floor. This means 
that the concept, which was close to settlement, must be demolished again, and 
Washington DC wishes to restudy the concept carefully, with greater attention to 
the interests of private industry. The American representative to the Law of the 
Sea Conference, Ambassador George H. Aldrich, who bears the rather long title, 
“Special Representative of Presidert Reagan to the UN Law of the Sea Conference, 
said in New York that his delegation could not accept the concept before "prepara- 
tory investment protection” is resolved. 


What he means is that large American firms which are currently exploring the ocean 
bottom, and have earmarked considerable funds to develop the necessary tecinology, 
must receive guarantees that their interests will be considered. Ambassador Aldrich 
indicated that the new government needs time for a thorough and accurate review. 























, be easy to eay that large American Mining intereste have succeeded in 
persuading the new government to take a strong stand in fighting for their intereste. 
learly, the attitude of the American delegation leade to the impression that the 
new American government ie tanoring the feelinge of the developing nations, who 
ltevred their stands in stages over the past few years, to forge a compromise 
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© Repat, government learly does not appreciate the efforte of the American 


lelegation to the conference, which hase fought for the national interests of the 

nited States over the past several yeare, while etriving to protect the interests 

| the developing nations, who have reason to be euepicious toward the superpowers 
have technologtecal superiority in ocean floor mining. 














MALAYSIA 


UNITED STATES AGAINST SHARING SEABED RESOURCES 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 16 Mar 81 p 16 


[Article by Munir Majid) 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


TAIWANESE FISHERMEN SENTENCED=--The additional city magiatrate in Karachi 
sentenced 16 crewmen of the Taiwanese fishing trawler with imprisonment 
0! 6 monthe and a fine of 8,000 rupees each for poaching in Pakistan's 
terr‘torial waters. The court aleo ordered the confiscation of the 
t,awler,. [Text] | BK260656 Karachi Domeatic Service in Urdu 0200 GMI 

5 Apt 51 | 
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7UYANA 


BRIEFS 


NEW FISHING EFFORT=-As a result of a cooperative effort between a private boat 
builder and the Guyana National Engineering Corporation [GNEC], Guyana and the 
Caribbean's firet trawler built of Guyana wood has been completed and handed 
over to the Miniatry of Agriculture Fisheries Division. The 49-foot wooden 
trawler RV Arawana is expected to explore under utilised resources in the coun- 
try's coastal waters including the exploration of sea bob and fish: The vessel 
was constructed in four months at a cost of more than $260,000. The trawler is 
also a demonstration vessel aimed at improving the fishing capacity of small 
fishermen who carry out their activities just off shore and also to introduce a 


new brand of fishing system called ‘stern trawling.’ [Excerpt] [Georgetown 
GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Mar 81 pp 1,28) 
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SEYCHELLES 


'POACHING' JAPANESE SHIP CONFISCATED 


Victoria NATION in English 30 Mar 81 p i 





Seychelles Court of 
which heard the case this 
week. 


The appeal wes brought 
before the court by the own- 
er of the vessel, Mr. Masavo- 
shi Shosi, and Captain Hideo 
Kamishi, contesting the sent- 
ences passed on them by the 
Chief Justice, Mr. Earl Seat- 
on when the case was 
brought to trial in January. 


The Chief Justice found 
the accused guilty of fishing 
illegally in Seychelles waters 
and ordered the Summ: Maru 
25 and its catch of 9 tons 
of tuna forfeited to the Sey- 
chelles Government. 


He also fined the owner 
R. 500.000 and ordered him 
to pay part of the cost of the 


4 


vesse| and full cost of 
harbour dues from the time 
the vessel arrived in Port 
Victoria to the time of for 
feiture. Captain Hideo Kami- 
shi was fined R. 100,000. 


Announcing the Appelate 
Judges unanimous decision, 
the Court President, Sir 
Micheal Hogan,  dismis- 
sed the appeal against 
forfeiture of the Surm Maru 
25, but partly allowed the 
defendents appeal agarnst 
the heavy sentences. 


The Appeal Court reduced 
Captain Hideo Kamishi's fine 
from R. 100,000 to R. 50,000. 
It also reduced Mr. Masayo- 
shi Shosi's fine from R. 
500,000 to R. 200,000 and 
ruled that the cost of the ar 
rest and detention of the 
vessel be computed from Jan- 
wary 15th, 1981, the date it 
was escorted into Port Vic- 
toria. 
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The Japanese Fishing vessel “Sumi Maru 25”. 


15 














LNTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 





NORWAY'S FOREIGN MINISTER SAYS EEC=-FAEROES PACT FAIR 
Reykjavik MORGUNBLADID in Icelandic 12 Feb 81 p 10 


[Article by Elin Palmadottir: “Fishing Agreement in Copenhagen: The Faeroe Lelands 
Get More Fishing Rights Than EEC") 


[Text] Copenha,»n Feb 10, Three days ago an agreement was 
reached at a meeting of representatives of the Faeroe Islands 
and representatives of the European Economic Council in 
Copenhagen about mutual fishing rights. According to what 
Kjeld Olsen, the Danish foreign minister, told the reporter 
from MORGUNBLADID in Copenhagen today, the Faeroese were 
pleased with the outcome. The minister said that they would 
get more fishing rights than the EEC gets in the Faeroese 
jurisdiction. He did not want to comment any further on 
details of the agreement as it had not been submitted to the 
EEC yet. (Ellefsen, legal counsel of the Faeroe Islands and 
Olaf Olesen, the Faeroese minister of fishing, participated 
in the discussions. ) 


The minister spoke a little about the fishing in East Greenland and the conflicts 
there because of the Germans’ fishing, and said that it had been decided to wait for 

a referendum in Greenland next summer. When he was asked if the Greenianders could 
leave the EEC if they so decided and how long it would take, the minieter said that 

they were in the same position as the Paeroese who are not in the alliance. If it 

so happened that they would decide to do that, the Danes would start negotiating 

with EEC so that they would receive the best possible terms. He said it was impossible 
to say how long it would take, 


The minister said that it had been forbidden to catch cod off East Greenland this 
year but the plan had always been to start fishing again, gradually and carefully. 
Not everybody agreed on how much could be caught. The reason the Germans were 
allowed to fish there this year is, he said, that an agreement was not reached in 
the EEC about the fishing policy. The Germans were allowed to fish according to a 
decision from last year's annual meeting, but that is categorically a time--Llimited 
situation, The outcome of the referendum in Greenland will be the deciding factor. 
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(he minister said that the Greenlanders mostly caught shrimp and salmon, He dis- 
losed that two Danish trawlers interested in catching shrimp had been refused, The 
banes had no better chances there than any other European countries and they did 

not want to give the EEC a reason to have anything on them, 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


LACK OF ACCESS HAMPERS FISHING INDUSTRY 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 16 Mar 81 p 78 


[Excerpt! No matter how petty the present quarrel appears to be, it is of utmost 
importance for German ccean fisherman that it be solved. According to European 
statutes the EC is permitted only to conduct joint negotiations with third countries 
to open up new fishing areas. As long as the Eurocrats dispute fishing rights in 
their own waters they are unable to negotiate toward with a unified voice. 


Fishing areas outside the EC are most important to the Germans. The diminished 
but highly modern German fleet, which usually processes the fish in its large ships 
on the high seas, is especially dependent on areas with abundant fish. 


While the smaller steamers of the other EC countries are able to fish economically 
off the European coast, the Germans need the catch in Canadian, Icelandic, and also 
Norwegian waters. Agreements regarding fishing with these countries can be made only 
by the EC for all its members. 


Moreover, new misfortune threatens the German ocean fishermen in the currently most 
important fishing area of Greenland (see map). 


Greenland is part of Denmark and therefore still at present in the EC. But the 
population of this huge island is to vote soon on the continuation of membership in 
the Brussels federation. 


Should the decision bein favor of withdrawal, the freedom of the seas would be over 
with once and for all for the Germans with the loss of the Greenland fishing area. 

Ever since the Icelanders began to limit fishing areas to their own fishermen in the 
mid-19°Os, extending the area to an ultimate 200 nautical miles, the Northern Atlantic 
map has become covered by a net of squares, with the amount and kind of catch prescribed 
in detail for the captains of the high seas ships. 


German fishermen, having hardly any fishing areas of their own, have had to reduce 
their high seas fleet drastically. Instead of the more than 70 steamers of the mid- 
1970s, only 32 are currently in use. The rest were scrapped, sold or mothballed, 
with the aid of a subsidy of DM 100 million. 


The cabinet in Bonn agreed last Wednesday to provide another DM 30 million to the 
native fishermen. That has to come out of the budget of Minister of Agriculture 
Josef Ertl. When Ertl attempted to squeeze at least DM 20 million from the finance 
minister, Hans Matthoefer remained firm: "Nothing more." 
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Limited Freedom of the Seas 





|) Limited Freedom of the Seas 14) (200 mile zones since 1977) 
’) 500 nautical miles 15) Catches of the German ocean 
}) Greenland fishing fleet (in thousand 
4) Norway, Barents Sea, Bear Island tons) 
5) Ieeland 16) Total: 
6) Faroes 17) Catch areas: 
') North Sea 18) Cod 
8) Baltic Sea 19) Ocean trout 
9) British Channel, Western British 20) Red perch 
waters 21) Herring 
10) Newfoundland, New England, Nova 22) Haddock 
Scotiy 23) Flounder 


ll) Other .ishing grounds 
l2) Fishing zones of the EEC 
13) Fishing zones of other countries 
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